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Gnuplot is powerful enough to perform complex plotting (on its own commands 
without using piping from a C program)

An example of 3D and contour plot (using a script as a gp file or interactively)

#
# $Id: contours.dem,v 1.13 2006/06/25 17:24:32 sfeam Exp $
#
# Set output format and file
set terminal png size 800,600
set output "plot.png"

set samples 20
set isosamples 21
set xlabel "X axis"
set ylabel "Y axis"
set zlabel "Z axis" offset 1, 0
set view 60, 30, 0.85, 1.1
set title "3D gnuplot demo - contour plot"
set contour
splot x*y
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